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NOTES. 



Statistik der Reichstagswahlen von 1898. Pp. 78 and map. Ber- 
lin. Puttkammer & Miihlbrecht. 

The subject matter is divided into four parts. The first gives the 
population, registered voters, total number of votes cast, both valid 
and invalid, the voters for each party, and number of members of 
Reichstag elected by each party, for each state and province of the 
Empire ; the second, the vote in detail in each of the 397 electoral 
districts, population of each district, percentage of Protestants or 
Roman Catholics, whichever was in the majority, and other data ; the 
third, the name, occupation, residence, and vote of each candidate ; 
and the fourth, a map illustrating the geographical distribution of 
the various political parties, of which there appear to be 22, though only 
about 14 have a sufficient following to demand serious consideration. 

One effect of the large number and the geographical distribution 
of parties may be seen in the fact that the German Conservatives 
cast only two-fifths as many votes as the Social Democrats, but elected 
the same number of representatives, 56 ; while the Centre, casting 
two-thirds as many votes, elected 102. Again, a redistribution of 
seats according to the present population, but without increasing the 
membership of the Reichstag, while making no material change in 
the representation of the states, would considerably increase the 
number of members from some of the cities and thus specially benefit 
the Radicals and Social Democrats. The inequality of the electoral 
districts is particularly noticeable in Berlin; where the population of 
districts ranges from 90,657 to 586,926. 

Report of the Wisconsin State Tax Commission, 1898. Madison, 
Wis. ; pp. 276. 

In 1897 the legislature of Wisconsin authorized the appointment 
of a Tax Commission to make report in 1898. This commission has 
now submitted a report of more than usual interest. The titles of 
the successive chapters indicate the scope of the investigation : Origin 
and growth of the taxing system in Wisconsin ; present taxing sys- 
tem ; defects as to levies and as to collection of taxes ; taxation of 
notes, bonds, mortgages, and other securities ; taxation of corpora- 
tions ; inheritance and income taxes ; and a synopsis of reports of 
other tax commissions. There are also statistical appendices illus- 



